
 

 

Re-Presenting Jesus - 1 Timothy 3 
Mar 8 - Caleb Wollf 

 

INTRO 

On March 8th, we explored Paul’s instructions to Timothy on what to look for in elders 

and deacons. Going deeper than that, we saw that the false teachers Paul was 

combating did not have these virtues and as such were putting the Church, and 

ultimately Christ in disrepute. As we are all part of the Body of Christ, we asked the 

question, how are we re-presenting Christ to others? 

Open with prayer , then read 1 Timothy 3 together as a group. Consider dividing 
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it by paragraph and it may be helpful to use the same Bible translation. SLC 

preaches from the New Living Translation. 

SERMON RECAP 

1. Verse 1 - Church Leadership is an Honorable Position 

a. Church leaders are called to re-present Christ 

b. And so are all in the Church 

c. 2 Cor. 5:20, we are ambassadors of Christ. Christ is incarnate through us 

in the World. Are we presenting Christ to the World we interact with? 

2. Verse 2a - Live a life above reproach 

a. The false teachers were living immoral lives causing people to look down 

on the church 

b. They were not even living up to the pagan standards around 

3. Verses 2b-6 - To re-present Christ, we all need: 

a. Proper views and respect for marriage 

b. Self-control, wise living, good reputation 

c. Hospitality 

d. Teach the Gospel 

1 Some groups prefer to begin with a longer time of sharing and prayer. This is a good instinct and 
ensures that prayer time doesn’t get shortened by time constraints. 
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e. Not given to drunkenness 

f. Not violent, must be gentle and not quarrelsome 

g. Not greedy 

h. Able to manage and care for both real and spiritual children 

4. Verses 8-13 - Called to be Servants 

a. Elders were teachers and deacons were in charge of service 

b. Not a hierarchy as all are equally important today as well 

c. How are you serving? 

5. Application 

a. How are you re-presenting Christ? 

b. Much like the Church in Ephesus, the Church today is often seen in 

disrepute 

c. Not a list of duties but a list of character traits, morals, virtues 

d. Not just to avoid the negatives but to stand out and re-present Jesus! 

e. These characteristics can only come through the work of the Holy Spirit 

6. Verses 14-16 

a. Paul wants the church in Ephesus to know how they are conducting 

themselves? How are we? 

b. The church is the pillar and foundation of truth.  

c. We are the ones who re-present Christ! People see the Truth of Christ 

through us as the Church. Do they? 

 

OPTIONAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

[There is a lot of content that could be covered in this Study Guide. I would 

encourage you as a Life Group leader to decide which section you would like to focus 

on. Verse 16 is a standalone section that was not covered in the sermon and so it 

works to focus on as the primary section or to omit it entirely.] 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Verses 1-13  

a. In verse one, Paul talks about how church leadership is an  honorable 

position. If time permits, go around and encourage those in your Life 

Group who are or who have in the past held leadership positions in 

churches or Christian organizations (leading volunteer teams, church 

councils, committees, staff, etc). 

b. In verses 2-7, Paul talks about the qualifications of elders which we 

mentioned are applicable to us all as we are all equal members of the 
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Body of Christ. Which virtues in this list do you think you (or South 

Langley Church as a whole) are really good at doing? What are ones you 

feel you need to work on? 

c. We connected the idea of elders living “above reproach” (v.2), having a 

“good reputation” (v.2), and be “spoken well of” (v.6) with the deeper 

understanding that they are ultimately re-presenting Christ (2 Cor. 

5:20). What are actions and responsibilities that come to mind when you 

represent someone? How does knowing we are re-presenting Christ make 

you feel? What is one area you can grow in re-presenting Christ and what 

is one practical way you can do that this week? 

2. Verses 16 

a. We are going to jump to look at verse 16 which there wasn’t time to 

cover in the sermon. This is an early church hymn that tells the story of 

the Gospel. According to Gordon D. Fee, the first three lines look at 

Jesus’ incarnation (“revealed in a human body”), resurrection 

(“vindicated by the Spirit”), and ascension (“seen by the angels”). The 

next three lines look at the apostolic mission as Jesus is announced, 

believed in throughout the world, and ultimately glorified in heaven.  

b. Paul bookends Chapters 2 and 3 with short hymns. There is a short hymn 

in 1:17 (someone can read that one) and again here in 3:16.  

c. Why do you think Paul bookends these chapters of instructions with 

hymns? What is significant about Paul’s focus in these hymns? How can 

starting and finishing this section focused on God be a model for us in 

our lives? 

3. Verse 14-15 

a. We are “the church of the living God, which is the pillar and foundation 

of the truth” (v. 15b). 

b. From what you have heard or think, what do people say about the 

Church? How do people in 2020 view the Church in North America? Why 

is that? Are some of the reasons we are looked down on because we are 

re-presenting Christ and He was also looked down upon? And are some 

because we are not re-presenting Him? 

c. How should the Church be re-presenting Christ as the pillar and 

foundation of the Truth of Christ? Is the Church re-presenting Christ in 

some of the major issues of our society today? To racial injustices, 

homelessness, indignonous issues, sex-trafficing, etc? We cannot help 

everyone everywhere, but what are you called to do in these areas?  
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d. [I would encourage you, as a Life Group, if you are not already, to think 

about ways you can re-present Christ to your community. One example 

was a Life Group at SLC that each summer would have a BBQ that 

everyone in the group could invite their Christian and non-Christian 

friends to. This was a way they could re-present Christ to others and 

people could have a connection and see Christ re-presented in the 

Church in a way that was more casual than a Sunday morning service.]  

As a Life Group, how do you want to collectively re-present Jesus in your 

community around you? Is there an area of service or hospitality that you 

can step up into as a Life Group and re-present Jesus to those around 

you? 

 

ACT & PRAY 

1. What is one key takeaway from today’s study, which will cause you to think or 

act differently this week?  

2. As a group, share areas of praise and need. Write them down so you can be 

praying for them during the week. 

3. Remind yourselves of your Adopt-a-Missionary, and any prayer requests you’ve 

seen from them. 

4. Spend time praying, either all together, or in smaller groups. Feel free to 

experiment with silent prayer, written prayer, etc. 

5. If appropriate, have someone close your prayer time with this prayer: 

 

1 Timothy 3:16 

Christ was revealed in a human body 

    and vindicated by the Spirit. 

He was seen by angels 

    and announced to the nations. 

He was believed in throughout the world 

    and taken to heaven in glory. 

1 Timothy 1:17 

All honor and glory to God forever and ever! He is the eternal King, the unseen 

one who never dies; he alone is God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1. Volunteer at Kids Camp! You can do sign up at 

vbspro.events/p/events/kidscamp2020 

 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/kidscamp2020

